THE ADVENT OF THE REFORMATION
woman in the very highest of the Scottish families, a Gordon.
He was now openly recognized as rightful King of England.
After a rebellion in Cornwall against the heavy taxation of
Henry Tudor and another fruitless effort in Ireland, the
claimant landed in the West of England, in Cornwall, on
September 7, 1497, marched to Bodmin with a small company
of just over a hundred men, and raised his standard there under
the title of Richard IV. By the time he got to Exeter he had
with him some 6000 men, but he had no guns, and so failed
to take the city with some loss, and fled to sanctuary at the
monastery of Beaulieu, upon Southampton Water. At last he
surrendered to the King at Taunton, and there submitted to all
the demands made of him, acknowledging himself to be what
Henry had affirmed; and a letter was written in his name,
perhaps by himself, to his mother (or supposed mother) in
Tournai. He was led back to Westminster, where he arrived
on November 27, 1497.
But what followed is very curious. He was released, and
allowed to live openly at court. It was a clever move, very
characteristic of Henry, for supposing that the claimant was what
great numbers of those who had known him and his father
affirmed him to be, his execution would have confirmed that
view, especially as the real heir, the young Earl of Warwick, was
still kept a strict prisoner in the Tower, while the claimant was
living as an equal among the greatest nobles of the court. What-
ever were the truth, the end of the adventure was more singular
still. The claimant left the court suddenly in June 1498: he
was followed, arrested, made to read his supposed confession
again in public, but his life was again spared; only, he was shut
up with young Warwick in the Tower.
Henry employed a secret agent, what Scotland Yard calls
to-day a 'nark'—such characters played a great part throughout
the policy of all the Tudors except Mary—to worm himself into
the confidence of the young men and to urge them to rebellion
and escape. On the strength of his evidence the claimant was
hanged, drawn, and quartered on Saturday, November 23,1499.
In the next week, on Friday, the zgth, poor young Warwick was
similarly half-strangled, disembowelled, and quartered.
The problem has never been solved. On the one hand,
everything looks as though Henry, by the lavish use of money,
had bribed the claimant after his cause was hopeless, and had
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